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having been in the House of Represent-
atives and 43 years since the last Re-
publican majority, he had the oppor-
tunity to assume the gavel and the
Acting speakership of the House.

Those Members that were here dur-
ing Bill’s term know that when he ex-
ercised that gavel, he was truly a
Speaker pro tempore for the whole
House. He was not just a Republican.

b 1100
I hope that my friends on both sides

of the aisle—and I have been on both
sides of the aisle in my life—take a mo-
ment to reflect that, when we lose our
bearing, when we let anger rule over
our reason, that there were people like
Bill Emerson that understood what
this institution is all about. That is,
we should go to the basic core of hu-
manity, reach across the aisle, take
the opportunity to walk and sit with
our adversary, find out what we can
agree upon, and work toward it to-
gether, as opposed to conflict, arro-
gance, and just meanness.

Bill would be disappointed today if he
saw the continued decline in of the de-
meanor of the House. I would hope that
maybe we can think about putting to-
gether the Emerson Society and say
this is the bottom and let us get to-
gether. It is very close. We have a lot
of work to do. Let us try to do it in the
tradition and in the spirit of my friend,
Bill Emerson.
f

TRIBUTE TO BILL EMERSON
(Mr. CHAMBLISS asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, I
have many fond memories of my close
personal friend and colleague, Bill Em-
erson. Probably one of my fondest
memories is of the very first day that
I was sworn in as a Member of Congress
in 1995. My wife and I attended the
Speaker’s prayer service that morning,
and Bill stood up and he said some-
thing that I will never forget. He intro-
duced us freshman Members to the
prayer breakfast that is held by Mem-
bers of the House every Thursday
morning and he said, ‘‘If you attend
that prayer breakfast and you pray
with your colleagues on both sides of
the aisle, when you disagree with those
colleagues on the floor of the House,
you will do it in a much more civil
manner.’’

Bill Emerson was right. As we are
starting off here today, it looks like it
is one of those days that, if Bill were
here, he would remind us of that. Bill
represented in this body everything
there is about honesty, decency, and
integrity. There are only two things
that Bill loved better than this House,
and that was his God and his family. I
thank God that Bill Emerson served in
this body, and I thank JO ANN and the
girls for sharing Bill with us. This
great country that we live in is a much
better country because Bill Emerson
served with us.

TAX CUTS

(Ms. STABENOW asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, I first
would indicate that I did not serve
with Congressman Emerson. I have
served with the gentlewoman from Mis-
souri [Mrs. EMERSON]. And if he is half
as good as she, I missed serving with a
wonderful man and appreciate the com-
ments today.

Mr. Speaker, I am rising to speak to
the issue of tax cuts today. We have a
bill in front of us that came from the
Committee on Ways and Means that,
unfortunately, does not do what con-
stituents in my district in Michigan
need to have done.

When I supported the balanced budg-
et agreement, I did so assuming we
would take those precious tax cut dol-
lars and focus them on the hard-work-
ing, middle-class families in my dis-
trict and around the country. And in-
stead, what we have is 80 percent of
those tax cuts, when fully imple-
mented, going to the top 5 percent of
the public, once again, with the philos-
ophy that somehow if the rich get rich-
er, it will trickle down to each of us.

The folks in my district, who work
hard every day, want to be able to have
help to send their children to college,
work hard, be able to sell their homes.
I would like very much to see that tax
relief bill go to hard-working families.
f

TAX RELIEF

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, any ex-
cuse is a good excuse if you do not
want to do something. There are some
here in Congress that would use any
excuse to vote against tax relief for
working Americans. Let us look at the
capital gains tax relief. One popular ex-
cuse is it is only for the rich. Yet the
IRS tells us that nearly three out of
four that will benefit from this make
less than $75,000 a year.

Economists tell us that it will not
cost anything, it will not reduce the
Federal revenue; in fact, it will in-
crease the Federal revenue. And let us
look at the $500 per child tax relief.
Some will say you do not deserve it if
you make more than $40,000 per year. I
guess if you make more than $40,000,
they think you are rich and you should
not control more of your own money,
so they would vote against any tax re-
lief.

There are those that think working
Americans do not deserve tax relief
today. But remember, any excuse is a
good excuse if you do not want to do
something.
f

NO TO MEGAN’S KILLER

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, Jesse
Timmendequas, the convicted killer of
7-year-old Megan, is now pleading for
his life. Megan’s killer told the jury, ‘‘I
am sorry and I pray for Megan every
day. And I ask you to let me live.’’ Un-
believable.

Did this bum ever consider the
screams and pleadings of little Megan?
Think about it. Megan’s killer now
wants a roof over his head, three
square meals, air-conditioning, a law
library, cable television.

Beam me up, Mr. Speaker. Enough is
enough. Megan’s killer should be put to
death. I say good night, sweet prince.
Go and plead your case with the demon
himself.

I yield back the balance of any more
of these types of crimes.
f

PRESIDENT’S FORUM ON LAKE
TAHOE

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, recently
the White House announced the dates
for the President’s Forum on Lake
Tahoe. At this conference, both the
economic and environmental chal-
lenges that face the Lake Tahoe Basin
and its surrounding communities will
hopefully be addressed.

Among these concerns are the need
for alternative forms of transportation
and to address the fading clarity of the
water, which is decreasing at an alarm-
ing rate of over 1 foot per year. This
forum represents an important first
step in the fight to preserve the Lake
Tahoe Basin.

Equally as important, this forum rep-
resents the ability and the willingness
of environmental and private property
interests to work together toward a
common goal. Through the two com-
munity forums and three workshops
prior to the event, people from all lev-
els of government as well as local resi-
dents will have a voice in this forum.
Because of this cooperation, both pri-
vate property owners and Government
representatives will have constructive
input.

The Lake Tahoe Basin has become a
place for everyone to enjoy and share.
From the idea that all people should
share this beautiful work of nature has
come the realization that we are all re-
sponsible for its well-being.

Mr. Speaker, Lake Tahoe is a na-
tional treasure that must be preserved,
and this forum will help us reach this
goal.
f

DAY-CARE CREDIT
(Mrs. KENNELLY of Connecticut

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KENNELLY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday I stood here talking
about the millions of families that
were going to lose part of their child
credit if, in fact, they took their day-
care credit, millions of families.
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